
 

Dickenson County Public Schools 
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Clintwood, Virginia 24228 
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Haydee L. Robinson, Superintendent  

 

Jan. 22, 2022 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Concerned Citizens, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to update you on the school system’s policy regarding 

facemasks. Currently, we are continuing our policy of requiring masks for all students, staff, and 

visitors in our buildings.  

 

On Friday, Jan. 21, 2022, the School Board voted to remain with universal masking until state 

laws were clarified regarding Executive Order 2 (EO 2) and Senate Bill #1303.  There is a case 

currently pending before the Virginia Supreme Court that will address these issues.  We hope to 

have clarification soon as we understand that there will be a hearing before the Supreme Court in 

the upcoming week. The School Board has made it clear that as soon as the law is clarified, a 

special called meeting will be held to provide further direction. We do not take this decision 

lightly. While we understand that not everyone will agree with this decision, we want you to 

understand some important considerations. 

 

Certain legal requirements must remain in place and must be adhered to for the school system to 

comply with law. The three legal requirements shown below were not addressed by the 

Governor’s Executive Order. Said differently, these three practices would remain in effect if our 

school system followed the Governor’s Executive Order. 

1. Students and staff are required to wear masks on the bus.  This is a federal mandate 

will expire in March 2022. 

2. The revised Virginia Department of Health regulations announced on Jan. 21, 2022, 

continue to require the use of masks for students who tested positive returning on Day 6 

through Day 10. Unmasked children in close proximity to an infected child are much 

more likely to be required to quarantine.  These quarantine protocols for children in K-12 

have not changed. It is noteworthy that failing to use masks in K -12 would 

unquestionably increase the number of quarantines and jeopardize in-person learning. 

3. All staff members are required to wear masks while working as per the Department of 

Labor and Industries regulations,   

 

In summary, like many other divisions in the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Dickenson County 

School Board decided to keep the mask mandate in place. In the event of either a significant 

reduction in the transmission rate of Covid-19 or a ruling by the Virginia Supreme Court, the 

current approach will be modified. 



 

In making the decision to continue with universal masking, the School Board considered the 

following: 

1. Dickenson County is experiencing its largest number of COVID cases since the pandemic 

began and community transmission is at its highest. 

2. Information from local healthcare providers such as, “We fully support the idea that 

parents should have significant input regarding the education of their children. However, 

at present, the COVID statistics have never been worse. We and our staff are exhausted. 

Ballad’s system is pushed to its limits. We need your help. You can make a difference 

with your vote. Please continue the use of masks in our schools, at least until we have 

gotten beyond the worst of this current spread of the disease.” These recommendations 

were made by local physicians who live and work in Dickenson County. They made 

these recommendations personally by appearing at the School Board meeting and in 

writing.  

3. The Virginia chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics strongly recommends that 

children continue to wear masks and schools while the Covid-19 infection rates remain 

high. 

4. Our population in Dickenson County is especially vulnerable. The death rates are 5 times 

the state average. 

5.  As fully stated above, and of particular concern was the fact that the VDH guidelines for 

unmasked students would result in more students being placed in quarantine. It is the 

desire of the School Board to provide in classroom instruction to the fullest extent 

possible.  

 

We will continue to monitor the Virginia Supreme Court litigation and local case numbers. We 

will keep your informed when changes occur.  Please continue to follow our health and safety 

protocols and help us ensure we can keep our schools open for in-person learning. 

 

If students come to school without a mask, they will be provided one and asked if they would 

like to wear one. If they refuse to wear a mask, they will be sent home, per division policy.  

 

We understand that some of our community members do not agree with this approach.   Until we 

have a decision from the Virginia State Supreme Court, I respectfully ask that you work with our 

school administrators and employees. In our school community, we are all friends, neighbors, 

and families.   These same staff members have worked tirelessly throughout the entire pandemic 

to prepare, deliver and transport meals, instruct children virtually and in-person, clean and 

sanitize schools and buses and provide medical care to children.      We can all agree to disagree 

kindly and respectfully, as our staff shares your desire to minimize any further distractions to our 

students and school community.    

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at hrobinson@dcps.k12.va.us 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

 

Haydee L. Robinson, Division Superintendent 



 

  



 

 

 


